COMMENT. Contrary to current theory of migraine mechanisms, vasodilatation of cerebral or meningeal blood vessels is not of primary importance in the pathophysiology of the migraine headache.
NEUROCUTANEOUS SYNDROMES SYMPTOMS AND COURSE OF XERODERMA PIGMENTOSUM
Sixteen Finnish patients with xeroderma pigmentosum (XP) were followed for up to 23 years, and their neurological symptoms and course determined in a study at Turku University Central Hospital, Finland; Erasmus University, Rotterdam, The Netherlands; University of Brighton, and University of Sussex, UK. Severe sunburn with minimal sun exposure in early infancy was the first sign of the disease in all cases, only 2 cases being diagnosed at that time. XP patients are assigned in 8 complementation groups, XP-A and XP-C being the most common groups in Europe. Neurological symptoms occur most often in XP-A patients. In XP-C patients, skin problems are severe, but neurological symptoms are rare.
Seven of the 16 Finnish patients were classified as XP-A. All had short stature and microcephaly. They developed normally until age 2 years, but neurological and cognitive dysfunction was apparent in childhood, before the age of 8 years. Cerebellar ataxia was recognized before age 4-16 years, followed by sensory motor neuropathy with areflexia, and sensorineural deafness. Cognitive problems were associated with an unusual tendency to weep and to be frightened. In early adulthood, 8 of 11 patients had developed choreoathetoid Pediatric Neurology Briefs 2008 61
